
Oliver Lee Trophy 2011 
 
Sunday 6th February 2011 and the Oliver Lee Trophy was about to be run after being delayed 
due to ice. 
 
At the Blackwater Sailing Club Practice Lake, Heybridge, we were met by grey skies, dry 
conditions and a good stiff breeze. 
 
All fourteen skippers who had entered elected to rig 2nd suit sails, due to the mainly southerly 
wind blowing across the lake. Race Officer Graham Childs, ably assisted by George Beacroft, 
set an Olympic course, consisting of a start at the right-hand end of the lake up to a windward 
mark at the jetty end, with a wing mark adjacent to the control zone bank, closing the triangle.  

 
After the first race, a spreader mark was added to 
reduce conflict at the windward mark, made more 
important by the windy conditions. This course 
remained in place for the remainder of the day. 
Changes were however made to the rigs, later in the 
day when, just before the lunch break most skippers 
decided to go to storm suit sails as the wind strength 
had increased. A few stayed on 2nd suit but used an 
enforced break when two boats were retrieved from the 
reeds on the far  side of the lake, following a coming 
together during a race, to join the majority in storm rig. 

 
I am pleased to be able to report that the Chelmsford ladies did not forget the festive season that 
the race is normally raced in, evidenced by the provision of mulled wine, sausage rolls and 
mince pies during the lunch break, they were very 
nice, thank you ladies.  
 
A total of sixteen races were completed in this 
single fleet event where all racing incidents were 
resolved on the water. 
 
At the end of the day Peter Stollery won the trophy 
with 22 points followed by Mark Dennis with 27 
points and Graham Bantock was third with 41 
points. 
 
 
 
Report By John Richmond. 


