
Class rule changes and interpretations for all IRSA classes 

(This document was originally sent to all MYA Official measurers but is now made available to a wider 

audience) 

 

Dear Official Measurer,  

Over the last several months IRSA (previously known as RSD) and IOMICA have issued several changes 

to the documents you need as an Official Measurer. 

Unfortunately neither organisation spread the news widely and we are all expected to find it on their 

websites. The MYA tech team has taken this up with IRSA Tec committee chairman Val Provoost and we 

hope to be informed directly in future. They are all listed here with links to enable you to find them 

easily.  If the links do not work just copy them into your browser address window. 

Please pick out the ones for the classes that you measure and download them from the links given. 

 

Should you need further help please contact your District Senior Measurer. 

 

A Class   http://www.radiosailing.org/main/documents/a.htm 

 

Interpretation 2010-A-1.pdf concerning unusually shaped sails; a raised deck around the mast; 

additional rigs; canting keels. 

This appears to be unsigned and undated with lots of answers to unasked questions. 

You may find the interpretation about additional rigs a little surprising! 

 

10 Rater    http://www.radiosailing.org/main/documents/10r.htm 

 

Interpretation_2010-10R-1-(v2).pdf concerning an opening in the stern.  You have to see it and its 

diagrams to understand. 

Interpretation_2010-10R-2.pdf concerning  a shroudless rig foresail support spar. 

There are also new measurement forms with an explanatory note. 

 

Marblehead    http://www.radiosailing.org/main/documents/m.htm 

 

Interpretation_2010-M-1.pdf concerning a rotating masthead fitting. 

 

IOM    http://www.iomclass.org/class-rules/ 

 

Following the changes to the Class Rules at the World Council in 2010, the following became effective 

from 13th February this year: 

2011 Class Rules 

2011 Boat Measurement form 

2011 Sail/Rig measurement form. 

IOM Class Rules History.     Scrolling to page 14 of this document gives you a quick reference to the 

things that have changed. 

They are all relatively minor catching up on what is already happening in the class. 

 

http://www.iomclass.org/doc-files/Technical/IOM%20CR%20Interpretations/Interpretation-2011-IOM-

1(a).pdf 

Interpretation 2011-IOM-1 issued in January has been superseded by 

Interpretation 2011-IOM-1(a) concerning T-foil and double blade rudders, which are not permitted. 
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http://www.iomclass.org/doc-files/Technical/IOM%20CR%20Interpretations/Interpretation-2011-IOM-

2.pdf 

Interpretation 2011-IOM-2 concerning attachment of shrouds to mast permits certain additional fittings 

not specifically mentioned before in the general description of 'fittings'. 

 

Interpretation 2010-IOM-1 dated May 2010 which answered the MYA's Request for Interpretation 

about GRP composites not in an easily understood manner. Further request for clarification by MYA was 

subsequently answered by e-mail and has been added to the interpretation to make it more easily 

understood, giving a simple yes or no answer to the question posed. This is attached at the end of this 

document.  

  

In this interpretation the part "to permit non-destructive examination for verification of the material 

content of D.2.1(b)(5) (i.e. that it is glass reinforcement) is an expression of intention and not a proper 

rule........" prompted the MYA tech team to propose a rule change to allow colour in the layer resin of a 

GRP hull, which would remove all these endless queries and would make manufacturing a good coloured 

hull easier and cheaper.  It has no performance effect at all.  This was passed at the 2010 World Council 

last November, but unfortunately did not have sufficient number of votes to implement the rule change.  

The MYA tech team will be putting in a new proposal this year to make everyone's lives simpler in this 

respect. Watch out for this and draw your members’ attention to it and the need to vote on it.  

 

Earlier interpretations for the class appeared to have vanished but are in fact on the IOMICA web site 

under Technical Subcommittee rather than under Class rules as one might expect.   

http://www.iomclass.org/administration/technical/  Scroll down the page to see them all. 

The above sentence and link added since circulation to Official Measurers 

 

Cheers,  Roger     MYA Technical Officer 

 

Interpretation 2010-IOM-1 
INTERPRETATION ON THE INTERNATIONAL ONE METRE CLASS RULES 
Interpretation requested by the GBR NCA (MYA) regarding composite GRP/wooden hull  
construction as follows:  
Question No.1: Assuming the OUTSIDE was coated with opaque or translucent paint and the inside of the  
wooden shell is covered with glass cloth (GRP), which is then painted with clear varnish or resin, does the  
construction comply with the class rule D.2.1(b)(5)?  
Question No.2: Assuming the INSIDE of the wooden shell was coated with opaque or translucent paint and  
the outside is covered with glass cloth (GRP), which is then painted with clear varnish or resin, does the  
construction comply with the class rule D.2.1(b)(5)?  
Question No.3: If both INSIDE and OUTSIDE are covered with glass cloth (GRP), which is then painted with  
clear varnish or resin, does the construction comply with the class rule D.2.1(b)(5)?  
Question No.4: Assuming the INSIDE of the wooden shell is coated with opaque or translucent paint and  
the OUTSIDE is covered with glass cloth (GRP), which is then painted with coloured varnish or resin does  
the construction comply with the class rule D.2.1(b)(5)?  
Question No.5: If the OUTSIDE is covered with glass cloth which is then painted with coloured varnish or  
resin and the INSIDE is covered with glass cloth and then painted with clear varnish or resin, does the  
construction comply with the class rule D.2.1(b)(5)?  
Question No.6: We have recently investigated a moulded hull construction technique, which followed the  
West Epoxy System recommendation with a pigmented gel coat and a un-pigmented laminating resin, but  
with the hull fibres laid up whilst the gel coat was still wet. Technically this still complies with the rule, but the  
appearance of the finished moulding did not allow the fibres to be seen from the INSIDE as D.2.1(B)(5)  
requires.  However the fibres were quite clearly visible from the OUTSIDE, pigmented gel coat side.  
Does a construction that complies with D.2.1 as described above, with the exception that the fibres are  
visible from the outside rather than the inside, comply with D.2.1(b)(5)?  
Relevant IOM Class Rules and discussion 
Relevant IOM Class Rules: 
D.2 HULL 
D.2.1 MATERIALS  
(a) Subject to (b) and (c), the hull, excluding fittings and remote control equipment but including any  
supports and containers for such items, shall be made of and joined using one or more of the  
following materials:  

http://www.iomclass.org/doc-files/Technical/IOM%20CR%20Interpretations/Interpretation-2011-IOM-2.pdf
http://www.iomclass.org/doc-files/Technical/IOM%20CR%20Interpretations/Interpretation-2011-IOM-2.pdf
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(1) metal,  
(2) wood; wood based products containing only permitted materials,  
(3) glass fibre reinforced plastic,  
(4) adhesive,   
(5) varnish; paint,  
(6) film covering materials which may be fibre reinforced,  
(7) elastomeric material,  
(8) thermoplastic, which may be moulded, containing only permitted materials.  
(b) In glass fibre reinforced plastic:  
1 
(1) an external gel coat is optional and may be pigmented,  
(2) an external paint coating is optional,  
(3) the laminating resin shall be unpigmented,  
(4) the reinforcement shall be glass fibre in any of the following forms: roving, tape, chopped  
strand mat and woven cloth,  
(5) the interior shall be un-coated to permit non-destructive examination for verification of the  
material content.  
(c) With the exception of elastomeric materials, materials shall not be: expanded, foamed,  
honeycombed.  
Discussion: 
The part .to permit non-destructive examination for verification of the material content• of D.2.1(b)(5) is an  
expression of intention and not a proper rule. The rule part is .the interior shall be un-coated•.  
That is the interior of glass fibre reinforced – GRP – constructions shall be un-coated.  
Term "Interior" in the D.2.1(b)(5) is related to the hull interior i.e inside surface of the hull shell in cases when  
only GRP is used for hull production or when GRP is used in combination with other permitted materials for  
the construction of inside shell of the hull.   
General comment relevant for all MYA questions: 
GRP stands for glass reinforced plastic i.e. composite material made of a plastic matrix reinforced by fine  
fibers made of glass. The plastic matrix may be a thermosetting plastic (most often polyester or vinylester),  
epoxy or thermoplastic. GRP is not glass cloth only as presented in MYA questions.    
Decisions: 
Answers on question No.1: (NO as GRP Interior must be uncoated - Added by MYA) 
External varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5).  
Wood is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(2)  
Internal GRP is permitted if it complies to IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
GRP interior shall be un-coated. - IOM CR D.2.1(b)(5)  
Answers on question No.2: ( YES, Added by MYA) 
External varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5) and D.2.1(b)(2).  
Outside GRP is permitted if it complies with IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
Wood is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(2)  
Internal varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5)  
Answers on question No.3: (NO as GRP Interior must be uncoated - Added by MYA) 
External varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5) and D.2.1(b)(2).  
Outside GRP is permitted if it complies with IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
Wood is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(2)  
Internal GRP is permitted if it complies to IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
GRP interior shall be un-coated. - IOM CR D.2.1(b)(5)  
Answers on question No.4: ( YES, Added by MYA) 
External varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5) and D.2.1(b)(2).  
Outside GRP is permitted if it complies with IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
Wood is permitted. - IOM CRD.2.1(a)(2)  
2 
Internal varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5)  
Answers on question No.5 (NO as GRP Interior must be uncoated - Added by MYA) 
External varnish/paint is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(5) and D.2.1(b)(2).  
Outside GRP is permitted if it complies with IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
Wood is permitted. - IOM CR D.2.1(a)(2)  
Inside GRP is permitted if it complies to IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3)-(4)  
GRP interior shall be un-coated. - IOM CR D.2.1(b)(5)  
Answers on question No.6:  (NO Added by MYA) 
IOM CR D.2.1(b)(3) requires lamination resin to be unpigmented. Any external gel coat shall not become a  
part of the lamination resin covering the glass fibres.  
 
Interpretation decided on 8 May 2010 by a Sub-Committee: Val Provoost, Technical Committee Chairperson of the 
ISAF-RSD   Remi Bres, Technical Committee member of the ISAF-RSD Robert Grubisa, IOM ICA VC Technical   


