
SPORTSMANSHIP AND FAIR PLAY
What is Sportsmanship? There is a definition of Sportsmanship which says that it is, “Conduct - as 
fairness, respect for ones opponent and graciousness in winning or losing - becoming to one 
participating in a sport.”

There is no doubt that for our sport to be enjoyed by all those involved, officials, spectators and 
competitors, it is essential that the principles of of fair play and sportsmanship are accepted by everyone 
and the overarching golden rule of the Racing Rules of Sailing and is set down as the Basic Principle - 
Sportsmanship and the Rules : - which says, 

“Competitors in the sport of sailing are governed by a body of rules that they are expected to 
follow and enforce. A fundamental principle of sportsmanship is that when competitors break a 
rule they will promptly take a penalty, which may be to retire.”

Realizing the importance of fair play and sportsmanship, to the future well being and health of our sport, 
the RYA have produced a Racing Charter, which if followed and applied can only enhance the 
enjoyment of us all. It is interesting to reflect on the importance and emphasis sailing gives to 
sportsmanship and fair play when cheating, by deliberately breaking a rule and hoping it isn’t seen, or by 
attempting to intimidate officials, is almost endemic in many other sports and is tacitly accepted by 
competitors, coaches, managers and spectators if it helps produce the results they are after. The RYA 
Racing Charter is reproduced below.

RYA Racing Charter 
Objectives

1 To provide the framework for everyone to enjoy the sport of sailboat racing in whatever capacity 
and to whatever level the individual desires.

2 To ensure that the sport of sailboat racing welcomes all people and treats them equally.
3 To ensure that those who experience sailboat racing are encouraged to continue.

Principles and Practices
1 The sport welcomes all participants; it relies largely on self-compliance and self-policing. Those 

that deliberately take unfair advantage of this or behave in an inappropriate manner, either on or 
off the water, can expect action to be taken against them.

2 Competitors agree to compete in compliance with the rules and behave in accordance with 
accepted standards of sailboat racing. When involved in a genuine dispute, all parties to the 
dispute and those deciding the matter will use the established procedures for achieving 
resolution.

3 Foul or abusive language, intimidation, aggressive behaviour or lack of respect for others and 
their property will not be tolerated.

4 Organizers, officials and other providers of sailboat racing agree to provide the fairest racing 
possible. This includes encouraging feed-back and facilitating the resolution of genuine disputes 
(including protests) in a timely and proper manner.

5 Coaches and other advisers agree to encourage their competitors to compete, and behave in 
compliance with the above principles and practices.

This Charter applies equally to those who organize, manage, coach, advise, judge, provide services and 
compete (including those who support competitors) in sailboat racing.

The RYA encourages the adoption and implementation of this Charter, and provides guidance and 
support to individuals and organizations to assist implementation.

This guidance and support is consistent with the practices of the International Sailing Federation.
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Application of RYA Racing Charter
Through the Racing Charter, the RYA seeks to promote fair and enjoyable racing for all.

What competitors should expect:
1 racing that, as far as possible, is fair, enjoyable and safe.
2 shore facilities, administration and race management to acceptable standards and appropriate to 

the event.
3 a way to complain or make a suggestion, and a response to complaints and suggestions.
4 prompt resolution of any disputes.

What is expected of competitors:
1 courtesy and respect to other competitors, officials, and other users of the water, both afloat and 

ashore.
2 compliance with the rules, and take a penalty when required by the rules.
3 use of the provided services to resolve any disputes.  

Resolution of Racing Disputes
The RYA encourages the adoption of the Exoneration Penalty, Advisory Hearings and RYA Arbitration in 
addition to protest hearings to improve the understanding of and compliance with the Racing Rules of 
Sailing.

Unacceptable Behaviour
The RYA encourages the use of rule 69 and rule 2 to penalise and deter unacceptable behaviour both on 
and off the water. Guidelines on their application in the UK are included on the RYA website.

**********************************************************

 The RYA also actively promotes Best Practices. These are primarily for the benefit of race officials (race 
officers, judges and umpires) but it is useful knowledge for competitors as well.  All of these documents 
are available from the RYA website at; www.rya.org.uk

Best Practices cover such things as;
Rules Disputes.
Protest Forms
Race Management
Judging and Umpiring
Rule 69
Dealing with Dissent

There are also Guidance Notes on the Racing Rules of Sailing.

There is a wealth of information available from the RYA and they organize courses on all aspects of 
racing and race management. There are also available a number of useful publications on race tactics, 
sail trim and so on.

Please visit their website for more details;  www.rya.org.uk
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